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Government and rebel negotiators initiated another round of peace talks on May 5 in Mexico
City, encouraging moderate optimism that a breakthrough is possible in Guatemala's aging peace
process, which began more than two years ago. Nevertheless, Archbishop Rodolfo Quezada who
is mediating in the talks warned that major differences must still be overcome on several points
before any cease fire is signed. Indeed, the latest round of talks coincides with a new upsurge on
the battlefield, including a major government offensive against rebel strongholds in the Ixcan
jungles of El Quiche province a traditional bastion of the Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity
(Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca, URNG). On May 1, daily newspaper Siglo XXI
published a confidential document leaked to the press following the last round of talks in midApril. The document was allegedly drafted by Quezada and presented to the two negotiating teams
for consideration. According to Quezada, the document was an attempt to clarify those points on
which the two sides have moved closer, and to propose mechanisms for facilitating discussion and
progress on those issues which continue to snag talks at bargaining table. The document in part
based on a proposal submitted by the URNG includes a two-stage timetable for negotiating the key
points of an eventual peace accord. The proposed calendar calls for initiation on May 5 of at least
ten rounds of talks aimed at exhausting all items on the existing 11-point agenda for negotiation.
In the first stage, to run from May 5 through Aug. 21, one working group of negotiators would
focus on issues such as repatriation of refugees, resettlement of internally displaced communities,
and the rights of indigenous groups. Parallel to those discussions, a second working group would
hammer out agreements on methods to strengthen civilian rule while reducing the role of the
military in post-war Guatemala, and would draw up a cease fire timetable. Dates for implementation
of a cease fire, according to the document, would be discussed with United Nations' observers,
who would supervise the process. The document proposes initiating the cease fire 60 days after
international verification of a human rights accord has commenced. The second stage outlined in
the document would run from Sept. 5 through Nov. 14. During this phase, issues on the negotiating
table would include social and economic themes, reforms to the constitution and the electoral
system, reintegration of former rebel combatants into civilian life and the legal political system,
and the definitive timetable for implementation and verification of all aspects of the accords. The
document's publication riled the URNG, which accused the government of intentionally leaking
the paper as a "publicity stunt" to score political points among the population. The government, for
its part, denied responsibility for the leak, insisting it has respected agreements on confidentiality.
Meanwhile, military activity has intensified in several conflict zones. In early April, the army
launched an offensive in the Ixcan, which borders Mexico in the far north of El Quiche province. In
late April, the Communities of Population in Resistance (Comunidades de Poblacion en Resistencia,
CPR) reported that since April 2, the army has launched at least 45 bombing runs in the Ixcan,
forcing over 700 people to flee their homes and take refuge across the border in Mexico. According
to the CPR, hundreds of dwellings in the area have been destroyed in the army sweeps. On May 5,
CPR leaders issued an urgent appeal for the OAS's Inter-American Commission on Human Rights
to send a delegation to the Ixcan to verify the accusations. Also on May 5, Defense Minister Gen.
Jose Domingo Garcia publicly confirmed that the Army had launched an offensive in the Ixcan,
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but he denied that any bombings have taken place. Garcia said the offensive is aimed at destroying
what he calls a rebel "corridor" through the Ixcan used for rebel gun runs to transport weapons
from Mexico to guerrilla units in other parts of the country. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de
Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 05/04/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/04/93, 05/05/93)
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